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Did	you	know	you	can	listen	to	FM	radio	on	a	smartphone	or	tablet	without	an	active	data	connection?	You'll	need	an	activated	FM	chip	and	the	right	app	for	it	to	work.	This	article	explains	how	to	listen	to	FM	radio	on	your	mobile	device	without	a	working	cellular	data	connection	or	Wi-Fi.	The	information	below	should	apply	to	any	Android	device.
You'll	need	a	few	things	to	listen	to	FM	radio	on	your	phone	without	a	data	connection:	A	phone	with	a	built-in	FM	radio	chip:	Your	phone	needs	FM	radio	capability,	and	that	capability	needs	to	be	switched	on.	This	requires	the	manufacturer	to	activate	the	functionality,	and	the	carrier	to	accept	the	feature.	Wired	earbuds	or	headphones:	FM	radio
only	works	with	an	antenna.	When	you	listen	to	an	FM	radio	broadcast	on	your	phone,	it	uses	the	wires	in	your	earbuds	or	headphones	as	the	antenna.	An	FM	radio	app:	Even	if	your	phone	has	an	FM	radio	chip,	you	need	an	app	that's	capable	of	accessing	the	chip,	such	as	NextRadio.	NextRadio	is	an	ad-supported	radio	app	that	you	can	download
from	the	Google	Play	store.	It	has	similar	functionality	to	other	radio	apps	that	stream	radio	stations	over	the	internet.	It's	also	capable	of	tapping	into	your	phone's	FM	radio	receiver	chip.	If	you	have	an	active	data	connection,	you	can	listen	to	streaming	radio	stations	or	local	FM	broadcasts.	When	you	lose	your	data	connection,	activate	the	FM	only
mode.	To	activate	the	FM	only	mode	in	NextRadio:	Launch	the	NextRadio	app.	Tap	the	☰	(three	horizontal	lines)	menu	icon.	Tap	Settings.	Tap	FM	only	mode	so	that	the	toggle	switch	moves	to	the	right.	If	your	phone	does	not	have	an	enabled	FM	chip,	the	FM	only	mode	option	isn't	available.	With	FM	only	mode	activated,	NextRadio	defaults	to	the
built-in	FM	receiver	chip	instead	of	streaming	local	stations	over	the	internet.	If	your	local	data	service	goes	down	or	you	lose	cell	service,	you'll	still	be	able	to	listen	to	any	FM	station	that's	in	range.	After	you	activate	FM	only	mode	in	the	NextRadio	app,	you're	ready	to	listen	to	local	FM	radio	on	your	phone	without	using	your	data	plan.	To
accomplish	this,	you'll	need	wired	headphones	or	earbuds.	Wireless	headphones	won't	work	because	the	phone	needs	to	use	the	wires	as	an	antenna.	To	listen	to	local	radio	with	the	NextRadio	app:	Plug	in	your	headphones	or	earbuds.	Launch	the	NextRadio	app.	Tap	the	☰	(three	horizontal	lines)	menu	icon.	Tap	Local	FM	Radio.	Tap	the	station	you
want	to	listen	to.	If	you	have	an	active	data	connection	and	the	station	supports	it,	NextRadio	displays	a	logo	for	the	station	and	information	about	the	song	or	program	that	you're	listening	to.	Otherwise,	you'll	have	to	identify	the	station	you're	looking	for	by	its	call	letters.	NextRadio	also	includes	a	basic	tuner	function	that	works	like	any	other	FM
radio.	Instead	of	looking	for	a	station	in	a	list	of	local	stations,	this	function	presents	you	with	a	tuner	that	you	can	use	to	search	for	local	stations.	Either	go	to	the	station	you	want	or	use	the	seek	function	to	see	what's	available.	To	use	the	basic	tuner	in	NextRadio	without	an	internet	connection:	Plug	in	your	headphones	or	earbuds.	Launch	the
NextRadio	app.	Tap	the	☰	(three	horizontal	lines)	menu	icon.	Tap	Basic	Tuner.	Use	the	interface	to	search	for	stations:	Tap	the	-	and	+	buttons	to	adjust	the	frequency.Tap	the	back	and	forward	buttons	to	use	the	seek	functionality.	When	you	tune	into	an	active	station,	it	plays	automatically.	Tap	the	stop	button	to	stop	listening.	FM	radio	isn't	a
feature	that	any	smartphone	manufacturer	intentionally	builds	into	their	phones.	It's	a	byproduct	of	some	of	the	chips	manufacturers	use,	which	have	built-in	FM	receivers	in	addition	to	the	features	that	the	smartphone	manufacturers	are	interested	in.	Smartphone	manufacturers	often	disable	built-in	FM	radio	receivers.	In	some	cases,	carriers	have
requested	the	feature	be	disabled,	possibly	to	encourage	the	use	of	data-hungry	radio	apps	or	to	avoid	consumer	complaints	about	poor	radio	reception.	While	the	FM	chips	for	many	phones	are	turned	off,	this	feature	is	available	on	many	handsets.	Manufacturers,	including	HTC,	LG,	Motorola,	and	Samsung,	offer	a	handful	of	phones	with	working	FM
chips.	Every	major	cellular	provider	in	the	United	States	is	compatible	with	at	least	one	FM-enabled	phone.	The	major	exception	is	Apple,	as	there	are	no	iPhones	with	activated	FM	chips.	While	the	iPhone	6	and	older	models	included	FM	chips,	Apple	says	there	is	no	way	to	connect	an	antenna	to	the	chip.	The	only	way	to	listen	to	FM	radio	on	an
iPhone	is	with	a	radio	app,	and	radio	apps	only	work	when	you	have	a	decent	data	connection.	That	means	you	can't	rely	on	your	iPhone	for	FM	radio	during	emergencies.	The	FCC	urged	Apple	to	enable	the	FM	chips	in	their	phones	in	2017,	but	Apple	responded	with	a	claim	that	their	latest	phones	don't	have	FM	chips.	Even	if	they	did	have	FM
chips,	they	don't	have	headphone	jacks.	FM	chips	typically	aren't	capable	of	receiving	signals	without	headphone	wires	to	act	as	an	antenna.	While	iPhone	owners	can	listen	to	FM	radio	with	radio	apps	for	iOS,	you	can't	count	on	the	local	cellular	and	data	networks	remaining	up	during	a	disaster.	Radio	apps	are	great	for	regular	entertainment	use,
but	if	you	need	to	access	crucial	information	during	a	disaster	like	a	hurricane,	invest	in	a	battery-powered	or	emergency	radio.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	By	Nicole	Martinez	i	ra3rn/iStock/Getty	Images	While	the	iPhone	is	a	capable	device	that	includes	internal	speakers,	the
volume	might	not	be	loud	enough	for	you	to	enjoy	your	favorite	music	while	in	your	car.	Third-party	manufacturers	make	FM	transmitters	that	let	you	enjoy	music	from	your	iPhone	through	your	car's	speakers	via	FM	radio,	but	you	might	find	the	faults	of	most	transmitters	leave	you	wanting	more.	Your	iPhone	can	connect	with	your	car's	stereo	in
other	manners,	however.	A	basic	FM	transmitter	connects	to	your	iPhone,	usually	by	the	dock	connector.	Either	the	device	automatically	scans	for	the	FM	station	with	the	lowest	activity	to	use,	or	you	can	manually	set	the	station.	You	can	then	tune	to	that	station	on	your	car's	radio	to	listen	to	content	from	your	iPhone.	Dozens	of	FM	transmitters	are
available	by	companies	such	as	iCandy,	Griffin	and	Belkin.	However,	some	transmitters	are	vulnerable	to	interference	from	other	devices	using	the	radio	waves,	leading	to	inconsistent	performance	and	occasional	dropouts.	An	increasing	amount	of	car	stereos	now	come	with	Bluetooth	functionality,	and	you	might	find	this	a	better	option.	You	can	pair
your	iPhone	with	any	Bluetooth-enabled	device	and	use	this	to	listen	to	music	or	calls	from	your	car's	speakers.	If	your	car's	radio	is	not	compatible	with	Bluetooth	technology,	you	can	also	buy	Bluetooth	receivers	that	plug	into	your	car's	auxiliary	jack	to	provide	Bluetooth	functions.	Some,	like	the	AirCast	Auto	HandsFree	from	Belkin,	also	include	a
microphone	to	allow	you	to	take	calls.	JVC	and	Panasonic	also	make	Bluetooth	adapters	for	your	car,	which	don't	suffer	from	interference	that	can	plague	FM	transmitters.	Perhaps	the	most	simple	and	effective	way	to	enjoy	music	from	your	iPhone	through	your	car's	speakers	is	with	a	USB	cable.	With	newer	stereos	that	have	USB	ports,	you	may	be
able	to	use	your	regular	dock	cable	between	your	iPhone	and	stereo.	The	CD-IU51V	adapter	from	Pioneer	uses	an	iPhone	dock	cable	to	both	a	USB	connector	and	mini-plug,	while	others	may	require	you	to	manually	install	wires.	Regardless	of	the	exact	method,	you	do	not	have	to	rely	on	any	radio	waves,	so	interference	will	not	be	a	problem.	Cables
can	also	charge	your	iPhone	while	in	use.	With	so	many	new	technologies,	you	might	have	forgotten	about	cassette	adapters.	However,	they	still	exist,	and	you	can	use	one	to	listen	to	music	from	your	iPhone	in	your	car.	The	adapter	plugs	into	the	audio	jack	on	your	phone,	while	the	other	end	of	the	cord	is	attached	to	a	cassette	that	you	insert	into
your	older	radio.	The	wire	can	be	fragile,	so	you	should	take	care	when	handling	the	adapter.	By	Melly	Parker	i	Spencer	Platt/Getty	Images	News/Getty	Images	Smartphones	drain	battery	power	more	quickly	than	older	feature	phones	not	only	because	of	their	brighter	screens,	but	also	because	of	power-hungry	apps.	When	using	an	Android
smartphone,	it's	essential	to	monitor	your	battery	use	so	you	don't	end	up	with	a	dead	phone	at	the	worst	possible	time.	Limiting	your	use	of	apps	that	drain	the	battery	–	especially	when	the	indicator	flashes	low	–	will	help	ensure	you	can	use	your	phone	when	you	need	it.	Listening	to	the	FM	radio	on	your	phone	uses	battery	power,	but	there	are
ways	to	mitigate	the	drain.	Android	is	a	mobile	device	operating	system	created	by	Google.	Many	mobile	carriers	and	device	manufacturers	use	Android;	the	variety	is	one	of	the	reasons	that	Android	has	more	than	50	percent	of	the	United	States'	market	share	for	smartphones,	followed	by	Apple.	Some	Android	phones,	depending	on	the
manufacturer,	come	with	a	native	FM	app	and	a	radio	wire	in	the	phone	that	allows	it	to	connect	to	FM	radio	networks	without	using	data.	There	are	two	kinds	of	FM	radio	apps:	those	that	access	radio	broadcasts	online	and	those	that	access	them	over	the	FM	frequency	with	a	radio	wire.	If	you're	accessing	an	app	online,	it	uses	data.	If	not,	it
doesn't.	The	reason	some	FM	radio	apps	require	headphones	is	because	the	cord	acts	as	the	antenna	for	the	radio	signal,	which	doesn't	require	a	data	connection.	Anything	you	do	on	an	Android	mobile	–	including	simply	checking	the	time	–	will	use	the	battery.	The	system	processes	required	to	keep	the	phone	operating	use	battery	life,	though	the
largest	drain	on	the	battery	is	the	power	required	to	run	the	display.	When	you	access	the	FM	radio	app	–	or	any	app	–	it	takes	a	small	amount	of	additional	power	on	the	part	of	the	battery.	If	you	want	to	save	battery	life	on	your	Android,	run	the	FM	radio	app	with	the	screen	off.	The	longer	you	leave	the	screen	on	while	the	app	is	running,	the	more
battery	power	you're	draining.	By	going	into	your	settings,	you	can	check	the	amount	of	battery	power	you	have	left;	the	operating	system	also	gives	you	a	detailed	rundown	of	which	apps	are	using	up	the	battery	power.	Apps	that	automatically	update	over	Wi-Fi	and	data	connections	or	those	that	stream	audio	and	video	take	up	more	power	than
apps	with	none	of	those	functions.
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