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Upton	sinclair	impact	on	society

"[Druid	Hill]	is	such	a	beautiful	park.	I	used	to	walk	over	from	Grandfather	Harden's	house	on	Maryland	Avenue	with	a	book	of	Shakespeare	under	my	arm.	I	was	about	ten	or	eleven	then...I	had	just	discovered	Shakespeare,	and	I	didn't	want	to	do	anything	but	read	every	bit	of	it	I	could	get	my	hands	on."	--Upton	Sinclair	reminiscing	about	Baltimore
The	author	of	over	90	books-novels,	plays,	essays-Upton	Sinclair	is	best	remembered	for	The	Jungle,	his	expose	on	the	meatpacking	industry.	He	had	intended	to	write	about	the	plight	of	the	working	class,	he	said,	especially	immigrants	in	meatpacking	plants.	But	his	investigation	led	him	to	reveal	such	shocking	health	conditions	in	that	industry	that
the	resulting	book	became	a	beacon	for	social	and	political	change.	Although	he	labeled	Upton	Sinclair	a	"muckraker"	for	his	expose	of	the	meatpacking	industry,	President	Theodore	Roosevelt	invited	Sinclair	to	the	White	House	for	advice	on	how	to	make	inspections	safer.	(Others	referred	to	him	as	the	"King	of	the	Muckrakers."	There	continues	to
be	debate	about	whether	being	called	a	"muckraker"	is	an	insult	or	a	compliment.)	Sinclair	is	credited	with	wielding	much	influence	in	the	creation	of	the	Pure	Food	and	Drug	Act	and	the	Meat	Inspection	Act,	both	enacted	in	1906.	"I	aimed	at	the	public's	heart,"	he	said	in	1906	about	The	Jungle,	"and	by	accident	I	hit	it	in	the	stomach."	Upton	Beall
Sinclair,	Jr.	was	born	in	poverty	in	a	Baltimore	row	house	on	North	Charles	Street.	His	wealthy	maternal	grandparents	lived	less	than	a	mile	and	a	half	away	on	Maryland	Avenue.	Although	his	alcoholic	father	moved	the	family	to	New	York	when	Sinclair	was	still	a	child,	Baltimore	is	where	he	developed	his	voracious	love	of	reading	and	his	rebellious
attitude	toward	polite	society.	The	Sinclair	family	came	from	generations	of	wealth	and	society,	but	the	family	fortune	was	lost	during	the	Civil	War.	Upton	Sinclair	recalled	eavesdropping	on	relatives	who	gossiped	with	a	society	columnist.	I	sat	in	a	corner	and	heard	the	talk:	whose	grandfather	was	a	grocer	and	who	eloped	with	a	fiddler.	I	breathed
that	atmosphere	of	pride	and	scorn,	of	values	based	upon	material	possessions	preserved	for	two	generations	or	more,	and	the	longer	the	better.	I	do	not	know	why	I	came	to	hate	it,	but	I	know	that	I	did	hate	it	from	my	earliest	days.	And	everything	in	my	later	life	confirmed	my	resolve	to	never'sell	out'	to	that	class.	He	later	claimed	that	he	became	a
socialist	because	he	constantly	moved	between	the	two	worlds	of	poverty	and	wealth.	Additional	influence	came	from	two	unlikely	sources:	William	Shakespeare,	whose	entire	works	he	read	in	two	weeks,	and	poet	Percy	Bysshe	Shelley.	Shelley's	poetry	inspired	a	zeal	for	social	reform	that	remained	with	him	all	his	life.	He	declared	that	one	winter
night	as	he	walked	through	Baltimore's	Druid	Hill	Park,	he	saw	a	vision	of	Shelley	"on	fire	with	high	poetry."	There	is	some	question	about	Sinclair's	early	education:	some	accounts	say	he	was	educated	in	the	public	schools	of	Baltimore;	others,	that	he	was	a	sickly	child	and	was	educated	at	home.	After	leaving	Baltimore,	his	education	continued	on
New	York's	east	side.	He	paid	for	his	City	College	of	New	York	education	by	writing	fiction	and	ethnic	jokes	for	newspapers	and	magazines.	He	later	completed	graduate	studies	at	Columbia	University,	paying	his	bills	by	cranking	out	dime	novels.	As	an	adult,	he	lived	in	various	states,	including	New	Jersey,	Arizona,	and	California,	where	he
unsuccessfully	sought	political	offices	and	tirelessly	crusaded	for	social	change.	In	1937,	he	wrote	The	Flivver	King	as	an	argument	for	the	need	for	unions	in	the	automobile	industry.	During	the	Great	Depression,	he	founded	an	organization	acronymed	EPIC--End	Poverty	in	California,	which	advocated	that	the	state	should	buy	or	lease	land	and
buildings	confiscated	for	failure	to	pay	taxes	and	then	use	them	to	create	jobs	for	the	unemployed:	farmers	who	had	lost	their	farms	would	work	the	confiscated	farmland	to	grow	food,	and	unemployed	industrial	workers	would	operate	the	idle	plants	to	produce	goods.	His	"production	for	use"	socialism	conflicted	with	President	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt's
New	Deal	plan,	but	nevertheless	was	quite	popular	with	victims	of	the	Depression.	Sinclair	received	the	1943	Pulitzer	Prize	for	fiction	for	his	book,	Dragon's	Teeth,	about	the	rise	of	Nazism	in	Germany.	Among	his	many	other	books	were	Oil!,	based	on	the	Teapot	Dome	Scandal,	and	Boston,	based	on	the	Sacco-Venzetti	trial.	Writers	who	admired	his
work	included	Jack	London,	Sinclair	Lewis,	Arthur	Conan	Doyle,	George	Bernard	Shaw,	and	H.L.	Mencken.	A	meticulous	researcher,	he	was	less	than	meticulous	about	his	own	appearance.	His	wife	once	said	that	he	only	bought	one	suit	during	their	entire	50-year	marriage.	Upton	Sinclair	died	in	his	sleep	at	Somerset	Valley	Nursing	Home	in	Bound
Brook,	New	Jersey.	Places	of	interest:	Sinclair's	boyhood	home:	417	North	Charles	Street	(since	demolished)-Sinclair	thinks	this	was	the	house	in	which	he	grew	up	but	could	never	say	for	sure.	Sinclair's	grandparent's	home:	2010	Maryland	Avenue	Druid	Hill	Park,	one	of	Baltimore's	largest	city	parks,	houses	the	Maryland	Zoo,	a	botanical
conservatory,	and	miles	of	scenic	pathways	and	trails,	where	Sinclair	wandered	and	read	Shakespeare.	Upton	Sinclair	wrote	The	Jungle	to	expose	the	appalling	working	conditions	in	the	meat-packing	industry.	His	description	of	diseased,	rotten,	and	contaminated	meat	shocked	the	public	and	led	to	new	federal	food	safety	laws.	Before	the	turn	of	the
20th	century,	a	major	reform	movement	had	emerged	in	the	United	States.Click	to	see	full	answer	Besides,	what	impact	did	Upton	Sinclair	have	during	the	Progressive	Era?Writing.	Sinclair	devoted	his	writing	career	to	documenting	and	criticizing	the	social	and	economic	conditions	of	the	early	20th	century	in	both	fiction	and	nonfiction.	He	exposed
his	view	of	the	injustices	of	capitalism	and	the	overwhelming	effects	of	poverty	among	the	working	class.Also,	what	was	the	impact	of	Upton	Sinclair's	The	Jungle	quizlet?	Upton	Sinclair's	The	Jungle:	Muckraking	the	Meat-packing	Industry.	Work	exposed	working	conditions	in	the	Chicago	meat	packing	industry.	Keeping	this	in	view,	what	was	the
importance	of	Upton	Sinclair?	Upton	Sinclair,	American	novelist	and	political	writer,	was	one	of	the	most	important	muckrakers	(writers	who	search	out	and	reveal	improper	conduct	in	politics	and	business)	of	the	1900s.	His	novel	The	Jungle	helped	improve	working	conditions	in	the	meat-packing	industry.What	did	the	progressive	movement	want	to
accomplish?The	main	objectives	of	the	Progressive	movement	were	addressing	problems	caused	by	industrialization,	urbanization,	immigration,	and	political	corruption.	The	movement	primarily	targeted	political	machines	and	their	bosses.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much
for	your	cooperation.	Upton	Sinclair	both	disrupted	and	documented	his	era.	The	impact	of	his	most	famous	work,	The	Jungle,	would	merit	him	a	place	in	American	history	had	he	never	written	another	book.	Yet	he	wrote	nearly	eighty	more,	publishing	most	of	them	himself.	What	Sinclair	did	was	both	simple	and	profound:	he	committed	his	life	to
helping	people	of	his	era	understand	how	society	was	run,	by	whom	and	for	whom.	His	aim	was	nothing	less	than	to	"bury	capitalism	under	a	barrage	of	facts,"	as	Howard	Zinn	described	it.	One	fact	he	tried	repeatedly	to	teach	was	that	capitalism	and	democracy	are	incompatible:	"One	of	the	necessary	accompaniments	of	capitalism	in	a	democracy	is
political	corruption."When	Upton	Sinclair	introduced	himself	to	American	readers	in	1906	with	the	publication	of	The	Jungle,	his	exposé	of	the	meatpacking	industry,	he	was	only	twenty-five	years	old.	His	intent	was	to	awaken	the	public	conscience	over	the	horrendous	conditions	slaughterhouse	workers	were	forced	to	endure.	Sinclair	was	appalled
that	the	public	reaction	to	his	book	was	to	demand	higher	health	standards	for	the	meat	products	but	ignore	the	workers.	He	said,	"I	aimed	at	the	public's	heart,	and	by	accident	I	hit	it	in	the	stomach."For	the	next	six	decades,	he	would	remain	an	unconventional,	often	controversial,	and	always	innovative	character	in	American	life.	He	was	also	a
filmmaker,	a	labor	activist,	a	women's	rights	advocate,	and	a	health	pioneer	on	the	grandest	scale.At	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century,	investigative	journalism	was	just	being	conceived,	and	Sinclair's	undercover	reporting	on	the	conditions	in	a	meatpacking	plant	may	have	been	its	birthing	moment.		He	was	one	of	the	original	muckrakers.
Filmmaking	was	beginning	to	change	the	way	stories	were	told	and	how	people	gained	access	to	information.	His	friends	were	experimenting	with	sexual	freedom	and	birth	control,	but	the	shadow	of	alcoholism	was	beginning	to	take	its	toll	in	the	radical	community,	and	Sinclair	would	record	his	own	assessment	of	the	dangers	of	alcohol	in	his	novel
—	and	later	film	—	The	Wet	Parade.Sinclair	critiqued	institutions	ranging	from	organized	religion	to	journalism	to	education.	These	analyses	remain	surprisingly	relevant.	The	problems	with	education	and	with	media	concentration,	which	Sinclair	identified	so	presciently	in	1920,	have	become	impossible	to	ignore	nearly	one	hundred	years	later.In	the
first	decades	of	the	twentieth	century,	organized	labor	was	struggling	with	the	question	of	how	to	cope	with	the	emergent	hegemony	of	large-scale	corporate	capitalism.	He	had	written	many	articles	from	Colorado	about	the	coal	miners'	strikes,	the	labor	conditions	and	the	Ludlow	Massacre	(1914),	but	the	corporate	friendly	newspapers	had	refused
to	publish	them.	Sinclair	responded	by	organizing	a	daily	picket	of	Rockefeller	headquarters	in	New	York	City	to	show	support	for	embattled	coal	miners	in	Colorado.That	same	year	he	wrote	a	science	fiction	novel,	The	Millennium,	which	predicted	what	life	would	be	like	in	2013	with	startling	accuracy.	Sinclair	demonstrated	not	only	how	a	writer
attempts	to	change	history	through	literature	but	also	lends	his	or	her	personality	to	the	political	struggles	of	the	times.	A	conscious	creator	of	popular	history,	Sinclair	himself	starred	in	one	of	the	first	pro-labor	films	every	made,	The	Jungle,	in	1914.	He	wrote	Boston	to	document	the	Sacco-Vanzetti	trial;	Oil!	exposed	the	depredations	of	the	oil
industry	in	California;	Singing	Jailbirds	in	1924	recorded	the	imprisonment	of	Wobblies,	members	of	the	International	Workers	of	the	World	union,	in	Los	Angeles.In	his	sixties,	Sinclair	wrote	a	series	of	antifascist	spy	novels,	the	World's	End	series.	The	series	was,	as	Dieter	Herms	has	noted,	"antifascist	propaganda	entertainingly	packaged	in	the
wrappers	of	popular	literature."	The	books	garnered	him	best-seller	status	again,	and	in	1942	he	became	the	oldest	author	to	receive	a	Pulitzer	Prize.	For	Sinclair,	his	books	were	significant	only	to	the	degree	that	they	exerted	social	influence,	as	the	concluding	pages	of	his	autobiography	reveal.	He	asks	himself,	"Just	what	do	you	think	you
have	accomplished	in	your	long	lifetime?"	and	then	provides	ten	answers.	All	involve	social	change	in	which	his	books	were	instrumental.	Nowhere	in	this	list	of	accomplishments	is	there	a	judgment	that	any	of	his	novels	represent	an	exclusively	literary	achievement.	He	often	reflected,	though,	on	why	even	the	victims	of	unjust	conditions	were
reluctant	to	demand	change:	"It	is	difficult	to	get	a	man	to	understand	something,	when	his	salary	depends	on	his	not	understanding	it."Part	of	Sinclair's	political	analysis	was	that	a	healthy	and	sober	personal	life	would	make	him	a	more	effective	agent	of	change	—	an	early	understanding	of	what	would	become	a	radical	injunction	that	the	personal	is
political.	Sinclair,	writes	critic	William	Bloodworth,	made	"an	unusually	vigorous	attempt	to	combine	questions	of	food	with	political	propaganda."		His	mother's	temperance	beliefs	and	his	father's	alcoholism	made	him	a	lifelong	crusader	both	for	Prohibition	and	for	temperance.Indeed,	Upton	Sinclair	was	a	man	who	challenged	conventional
masculinity.	In	that	sense,	he	was	ahead	of	his	own	time	and	vitally	relevant	to	ours.	He	was	a	radical	much	influenced	by	women.	His	interest	in	communal	living	and	communal	childcare	is	quite	unusual.	His	reading	of	Charlotte	Perkins	Gilman's	theories	on	domestic	labor	and	public	life	inspired	his	founding	of	the	utopian	colony	Helicon	Hall	in
1906,	created	to	allow	both	men	and	women	full	lives	as	artists	and	activists.	Upton	Sinclair's	activism	spanned	half	a	century,	and	he	wrote	book	after	book	in	an	effort	to	draw	others	to	his	causes.	As	his	son,	David,	recalled,	"My	father	used	to	say,	I	don't	know	if	anyone	will	care	to	examine	my	heart	after	I	die.	But	if	they	do,	they	will	find	two	words
there:	social	justice."	Because	Sinclair	was	so	passionately	engaged	in	the	world	around	him,	his	story	is	inextricably	linked	to	the	major	struggles	that	gave	his	life	meaning.
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