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By Victoria Bailey If you love to play online games, there are dozens of sites from which to choose. But some of the most popular ones feature competition between guests and contain chat areas in which you converse with other players. Winning players are rewarded with points toward prizes or just bragging rights in ongoing competitions. Games
vary from site to site, including classics like backgammon and chess to newer games such as Trivial Pursuit and Word Whomp. Pogo.com is one of the most popular online game sites and features dozens of games in six different areas. You are given points at the free sign-up, and playing and winning games garners you points as well. Turn in your
points for entries to contests, or use them to give your game avatar outfits, backgrounds and accessories. Some of the more popular games are Poppit, Bingo Luau, Scrabble, Sudoku, poker and dominoes. Massively Multiplayer Online Role Playing Games are highly detailed long-term games in which you become a character in a story or environment.
Some of the more popular free games include Mafia Boss, in which you join a crime family and make your way up the ranks; Conquer Club, a Risk-type casual game; Runescape, a 3D adventure game with quests and monsters, and Chosen Space, where you can become ruler of the galaxy. Dozens of free MMORPGSs can be found at www.free-
games.com.au/Free Online Multiplayer Games/. For a slower, more casual gaming experience, ItsYourTurn.com features classic games like chess, checkers, backgammon and Battleship. Log on to play one turn of a game, and when your opponent plays the next turn, you will be e-mailed to let you know it's your turn. Play in tournaments or simply
enjoy a casual gaming experience, and send messages with each turn if you wish. By Missy J. Talbot i harmonica image by Claudio Calcagno from Fotolia.com The harmonica is heard in all types of music, from rock to blues to funk. If you want to master the harmonica, which has been played for hundreds of years, the best thing to do is practice,
practice, practice. The harmonica is a real instrument and you need to have one in order to really learn how to play. However, you can do a lot of learning online--by reading up on the instrument, learning tabs, doing lessons and even participating in online jams. Go to Discover a Hobby. Here, you can read about the harmonica and compare the
pictures to the harmonica that you have. You can learn tips for playing the harmonica and the basics behind how the harmonica actually works. At this site, you can also learn how to read harmonica tabs, which are pieces of music especially written for harmonica parts, and how to read piano music to correspond with the harmonica. Go to Harmonica
Lessons. Here, you can learn how to play the harmonica by taking actual online lessons. These lessons will help you learn the basics behind playing the harmonica and you can practice real songs. You can also read harmonica tabs to learn how to play other songs. Go to Harmonica Jam. Here, you can find an actual Harmonica Jam where you can make
music on an online harmonica.The online jam isn't always going on, because it is a live event. But the site will list when the next jam will occur. Even if the harmonica jam is not working, you can visit with other harmonica players in the chat rooms and download harmonica tabs at this site. Risk has all the trappings of a phenomenal board game: It’s
cheap, engrossing, and has the uncanny ability to ruin lifelong friendships in one night. Risk was originally released in the '50s, which makes it ancient when compared with today’s modern game design. The iconic title has undergone several official redesigns in that time, including one designed specifically for video games, Risk: Factions. The first
thing one might notice about this game is that, unlike many of the other entries on this list, it looks professional. Officially licensed by Hasbro and published by Electronic Arts, Factions has production values that make free browser incarnations of Risk look like student projects. The game’s solid frame rate and cute art style — embodied in the game’s
five colorful factions — make it one of the more attractive versions available, but the gameplay changes are where it really stands out. In addition to classic Risk mode, Factions provides an updated version of the game where, in addition to the typical routine of invading countries and rolling dice, players can complete objectives such as capturing an
enemy capital or conquering an entire continent in one turn. Doing so will provide bonuses to the player, which in turn gives the game more strategic diversity. Other gameplay additions include different types of terrain, such as volcanoes, which can greatly impact the flow of the game. Factions doesn’t reinvent the wheel, though, and many of the
classic game’s weakness are still present. Grueling campaigns can grind to a halt due to unlucky dice rolls, frustrating even the best strategist. But the changes still make for more dynamic campaigns, ushering Risk into the modern age of game design. Steam Conquer Club was one of the first online strategy games to tackle the world of Risk, and it
holds true to its founding principles. The free-to-play game features almost everything you know and love about the Parker Brothers original, just without the official title. The game doesn’t require any additional software — aside from your favorite browser — and touts a robust, active community that frequently hosts online tournaments and hosts
one of the most rip-roaring forums on the Web. The interface could definitely use a bit of a facelift, but the wide selection of maps and the sheer number of diehard members have kept the game alive and well long after the site’s launch. Conquer Club Like Conquer Club, Dominating Twelve features stunning maps and gameplay that help make it shine
among the rest of our picks. The interface and gameplay are sleek, with more than 30 maps to choose from, but games take some time to fill up given the rather small community of users. Once signed up, players can choose from a classic deathmatch scenario or Capitals, a game in which your opponent only needs to capture your capital in order to
capture all of your territories and automatically win the game. The game is free to play, regularly updated, and provides a premium option should you decide you want unlimited active games, private messaging, vacation periods, or a slew of other features not included with a standard account. Dominating 12 Although it’s not Risk per se, Land Grab is
another browser-based strategy game that shares many similarities to Risk without any association whatsoever, legally speaking. After creating a free account, players can participate in up to four game at once as they battle for ultimate world domination on more than 60 user-created maps. The interface and maps are decent — not outstanding, but
what can you expect when players create the content? Nevertheless, some of the maps are standouts and show a good deal of promise. Land Grab ranks among the best Risk-like games given the fully-fledged customization options, strong base community, and excellent replay value. LandGrab Cartographers rejoice! Major Command boasts some of
the most stunning Risk-esque gameplay currently available online. The interface and map design are simply gorgeous, whether you are confined to a single battlefield in Africa or operating on a global scale, and the ability to choose between Casual and Real Time game modes adds a level depth that’s hard to find elsewhere. Like Risk, players are
randomly assigned a region and given deployable troops in an effort to conquer the entire map or reach the mission objective. The game is free to play, routinely updated, and features a lively community that can never seem to get enough of Major Command. Try joining a clan, entering a tournament, or opting for the premium version if you really
want to get down and dirty. With more than 200 public maps, War Gear is one of the most extensive and customizable options when it comes to playing Risk-like alternatives. The site allows players to schedule their games on their own time — whether you want to take turns over a period of several days or mere hours — and features a vast wealth of
user-created content. Launched in 2009, the site maintains a strong, loyal following years later and is still constantly growing and evolving. Warlight is a Risk alternative that is actually worth it, both on- and offline. The game features an admirable A.I., a decent collection of maps, competitive ladders, and compelling gameplay that works in the same
vein as the rest of the picks on our list. Some of the maps are massive (3,000 territories) and players can choose the pace at which the game plays out if they want more fast-paced gameplay than is traditionally offered. The site is also frequently updated, with new features rolling out regularly, and boasts one of the more flexible game engines out
there. While we welcome the greater customization the engine offers, the varying gameplay mechanics and modes can be a bit much for the novice gamer, taking considerable time to get up to speed. The active community is also fairly small and forum posts remain sparse at times. Games are expensive. Want to play the latest headline-grabbing entry
from EA or Activision? Be prepared to shell out $60...or $100 for the real version with a name like “Ultimate Edition.” Maybe that’s why so many developers are extending their horizons into the free-to-play arena. Here are ten online multiplayer shooters you can play without spending a dime. Team Fortress 2: Windows, macOS, and Linux Valve’s
commercial sequel to a beloved Quake mod has become synonymous with team-based first-person shooters. After a decade in active development, Team Fortress 2 is still extremely popular, and the small smattering of initial modes has been expanded to an incredible variety of play styles. Nine classes ooze with Pixar-style personality (if Pixar made R-
Rated video games), and the graphics are simple enough that the game can run quite well even on most laptops. Team Fortress 2 started out as a paid game, but it's now free and supported by purchases of in-game weapons, cosmetic items, and keys for randomized crates. All items can be earned randomly through playing, or by crafting from other
items or trading with players. Sadly, the free-to-play update was not made available to console players, so only PC players get in for free. Warframe: Windows, PlayStation 4, and Xbox One Warframe is a different take on modern shooters, with a third-person perspective and a unique sci-fi art style for characters and environments. Players customize
their avatars with different mods for agility, defense, and attack, and collect new weapons and modifications through multiplayer combat or co-op missions versus computer-controlled bots. Warframe is visually striking with an action-oriented movement system and a focus on flexible customizations over rigid classes. It remains popular with frequent
content updates. Players can buy new guns, mods, and other customizations with in-game currency or credits purchased with real money. DLC packs on Steam bundle themed upgrades together. Unreal Tournament: Windows, macOS, and Linux The name “Unreal Tournament” should make little bells go off in the head of anyone who remembers the
early days of online shooters. The latest release in the long-running series keeps the fast-paced, big-gun FPS deathmatch action, but switches to a free-to-play format. The current version of the game is still in pre-alpha, but it already has a healthy and growing population of players. The game brings new weapons and interesting powers to the arena-
based format of the original, while focusing on classic modes like capture the flag and base assault. The game is in continual development with help from the community, and right now all modes and in-game items are free. After the full release a marketplace for mods and add-ons will help to support its continued upkeep. Blacklight:

Retribution: Windows and PlayStation 4 Fans of modern military shooters will find a lot to like in Blacklight: Retribution. The near-future setting is fodder for some fun weapon and armor designs, but the slower and more precise pace makes this game kin to the likes of Modern Warfare. Most of the included modes are team-based player-versus-player
affairs, but those looking for less confrontational action can shoot hordes of zombies in co-op or Al opponents for practice. A short power-up allows players to instantly hone in on objectives and see enemies through walls. Retribution is quite popular, with an install base at over a million, but its monetization system has been criticized. Free players
have to pay real money for “Z Coins” to unlock special weapons, but a one-time $5 payment for a Prime account can make most items attainable with in-game currency. Tribes Ascend: Windows Only The Tribes series is famous for its jetpacks and skis that make rocket-powered matches fast and frantic. Ascend brings it all to gamers for free. The high
speed, huge environments, and plentiful vehicles should be familiar territory for Halo fans, and character mods like stealth or jetpacks keep extended matches interesting. It’s not the most visually demanding game, but that means it should be playable on older systems, too. Weapons and cosmetic items can be purchased with real money or in-game
currency. The $10 Ultimate Weapons pack adds a variety of weapons featured in previous DLC packs. Planetside 2: Windows and PlayStation 4 If you prefer your shooters with a little MMO on the side, this game can throw you into a server with thousands of other players at once. The central conflict in Planetside 2 is persistent: the kills and victories
you win for your side will help it defeat the other two game-spanning factions. An RPG-style progression system rewards players who are in it for the long haul, specializing in specific combat roles. Gameplay upgrades and cosmetic items can be purchased directly with real money, or players can earn experience points and upgrades faster with a $15
per month subscription, very much like a conventional MMO. Warface: Windows and Xbox 360 Warface is kind of like a blue-blooded aristocrat: it has a slightly ridiculous name, but you can’t argue with the pedigree. It’s developed by Crytek, the same people behind the Crysis and Far Cry series, making it one of the most visually impressive free-to-
play games on the market. Far Cry players will feel right at home with the realistic conventional weapons and fluid movement system, including vertical climbs and slides through the small team-based deathmatch arenas. Four classes duke it out in player-versus-player or player-versus-environment modes. Players and weapons have cosmetic skins.
Weapons can be upgraded via attachments, which can be rented or purchased with in-game credits and premium currency bought with real money. There are also experience boosters and permanent paid DLC upgrades available on steam. Gigantic: Windows, PlayStation 4, and Xbox One This colorful free-to-play shooter places the action in third
person, to better enable its MOBA-style elements. That means that two separate teams in Gigantic duke it out for control of a medium-sized maps, upgrading specific points to spawn creatures or give stat bonuses to the team. Each team has a computer-controlled giant monster that functions as both its home base to be defended and its ultimate
attack weapon. If you want to play a shooter with unique character designs, distinct combat roles, and a focus on strategy over pure combat, this is it. Gigantic uses a MOBA-style payment system: its various heroes are on a rotating trial, and you have to pay with either in-game experience or real money to unlock each one permanently. Cosmetic
skins can also be purchased in the same way. Paladins: Windows, macOS, PlayStation 4, and Xbox One Paladins is known in the gaming community as “the free-to-play Overwatch.” That might be a bit unfair, but it’s hard to deny that the colorful heroes and team-based shooter gameplay have a lot in common with Blizzard’s smash hit. The characters
have distinct powers but separate into broad roles. But in addition to king of the hill, payload, and control point maps, Paladins includes deathmatches, and co-op player-versus-environment modes. The cartoony characters are charming, even when they’'re blowing your face off, and a card system adds an element of unpredictability to the multiplayer
brawls. Characters must be unlocked in-game with currency, but a $20 “Founder’s Pack” purchase will unlock all current and future “Champions” and a few other goodies. Additional characters, cosmetics, and cards can be purchased with premium currency. The game is in beta at the moment. Toxikk: Windows Only The developers of Toxikk say that
it’s designed to hearken back to a simpler time, with small arenas, fast action, big guns, and all the corners cut off. The game looks and moves really well, with maps designed for fast, vertical combat. Unfortunately it’s experiencing something of a player drought at the moment: the public servers available to free players are often empty. The game’s
complete complement of guns, maps, and vehicles are all included in the free version, but a $15 upgrade unlocks the server browser, bot play, player bounties, character customization, mod support, and a map editor. After the upgrade there are no more in-game micropayments. Honorable Mention: Hawken: Windows, PlayStation 4, and Xbox One
Hawken isn’t a conventional shooter, since all of the player combat takes place within giant futuristic mechs. But the action is much faster than simulator-style games like Mechwarrior, making it much more of a shooter experience. The small maps (you know, for giant robots) and customizable vehicles and weapons keeps the combat fresh, and the
gritty, high-powered graphics should satisfy gamers looking for a visual treat. The mechs, weapons, cosmetics, and mods can all be purchased with in-game currency, which can be boosted with infusions of real money. Some premium cosmetics can only be bought with real money, but all competitive elements are available to all free players.
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