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How	to	obtain	good	standing	certificate	from	mci

Although	becoming	certified	doesn't	necessarily	make	you	a	better	welder,	it	gives	you	a	huge	advantage	in	terms	of	employment	and	lets	potential	employers	know	that	you	are	skilled	in	your	trade.	The	American	Welding	Society	operates	over	70	testing	facilities	in	the	United	States.	If	you	are	a	welder	in	the	state	of	Michigan	and	wish	to	become
certified,	you	will	have	to	visit	one	of	the	two	accredited	testing	centers	operating	within	the	state.	Know	your	stuff.	By	the	time	you	apply	for	certification,	you	will	want	to	have	acquired	the	skills	necessary	to	be	a	welder.	This	can	be	done	while	in	high	school,	at	a	post-secondary	institution,	through	an	apprenticeship,	or	by	a	combination	of	these
avenues.	Schedule	a	test	at	an	accredited	testing	facility.	The	two	test	centers,	as	of	2011,	located	in	the	state	of	Michigan	are	the	National	Testing	&	Research	Lab	in	Detroit	and	Washtenaw	Community	College	in	Ann	Arbor.	Note	that	AWS	rules	prohibit	you	from	being	tested	by	the	same	individual	who	trained	you.	Complete	an	application	for
certification.	This	may	be	downloaded	from	the	AWS	website.	Bring	your	completed	application,	$30	and	a	form	of	photographic	identification	such	as	a	driver's	license	to	the	AWS	test	facility	on	the	date	for	which	you	scheduled	your	test.	You	will	need	to	perform	a	weld,	which	will	then	be	inspected.	If	you	pass,	you	will	be	issued	a	certification	card
within	two	weeks	of	your	test.	If	you	fail,	you	may	schedule	another	test.	Tips	You	must	renew	your	certification	every	six	months	or	it	will	lapse.	This	can	easily	be	done	by	submitting	a	certification	maintenance	form,	available	on	the	AWS	website,	every	six	months.	Be	sure	to	have	your	employer	sign	the	form	to	verify	that	you	are	performing	the
same	type	of	welding	for	which	you	tested.	The	process	of	obtaining	commercial	kitchen	certification	is	mostly	a	matter	of	getting	the	facility	put	together.	This	is	because	the	local	health	department	or	food	safety	agency	must	inspect	the	kitchen	before	it	issues	the	certification.	The	North	Carolina	Department	of	Agriculture	and	Consumer	Services
recommends	that	you	verify	zoning	and	code	requirements	before	beginning	work	on	your	kitchen.	Although	state	and	local	ordinances	can	vary,	they	follow	the	same	general	guidelines.	Storage	areas	for	food	and	potentially	dangerous	chemicals	must	be	separated.	Refrigeration	and	freezer	units	have	to	comply	with	code	requirements.	A	commercial
kitchen	must	have	separate	sinks	for	mops,	dishes,	hand	washing	and	food	preparation	areas.	Prep	tables	and	other	food	contact	surfaces	should	be	made	of	stainless	steel	or	an	equivalent	material	that	is	smooth	and	easy	to	keep	clean.	All	of	this	work	should	be	done	before	you	submit	an	application	for	certification.	Submit	the	application	to	the
health	department	or	agency	in	charge	of	food	safety.	Response	times	will	vary	depending	on	your	location.	For	example,	the	North	Carolina	Department	of	Agriculture	says	to	allow	two	weeks	for	an	inspector	to	arrange	an	inspection	of	a	home-based	facility.	The	inspector	will	determine	if	the	kitchen	is	in	compliance	with	regulations,	and,	if	it	is,	will
approve	the	certification.	In	some	places	you	can	start	operations	as	soon	as	you	pass	the	inspection.	For	some	entrepreneurs,	making	and	selling	food	from	home	is	a	good	option.	In	some	jurisdictions	there	are	restrictions	on	the	types	of	food	home	kitchens	can	produce.	For	example,	Arizona	only	allows	home	kitchen	owners	to	make	and	sell
confections	and	baked	goods.	As	with	regular	commercial	kitchens,	they	must	get	their	equipment	in	place	first,	then	follow	local	regulations	and	submit	applications	to	the	agency	that	oversees	home-based	food	businesses.	A	cottage	law	sets	up	guidelines	for	home-based	commercial	kitchens	to	insure	safe	operation	and	keep	the	certification.	For
example,	Pennsylvania	law	allows	you	to	cook	for	your	family	in	the	same	area	as	long	as	you	don’t	do	commercial	cooking	at	the	same	time.	You	have	to	store	commercial	food	separately	from	non-food	items	and	food	intended	for	your	family.	Work	surfaces	must	be	smooth	and	easy	to	clean.	Small	children	must	be	kept	out	of	the	kitchen	area,	and
pets	may	not	be	inside	the	home	at	any	time.	The	secure	transfer	of	customer	data	is	critical	to	a	business’s	success.	With	security	threats	on	the	rise,	a	recent	survey	finds	that	17%	of	small	businesses	plan	to	increase	their	web	security.	The	ideal	place	to	begin	is	to	secure	your	user	data	with	HTTPS.	HTTPS	–	hypertext	transfer	protocol	secure	–	is	a
secure	version	of	the	automatic	HTTP	data	submission	protocol	found	in	your	URL.		HTTPS	is	the	only	way	to	ensure	that	all	data	sent	to	and	from	your	server	is	automatically	encrypted.		​	SourceUsing	HTTPS	means	that:	Visitors	can	verify	you	as	the	registered	owner	of	the	domain	Customer	information	is	encrypted	and	cannot	be	intercepted	(credit
card	numbers,	passwords,	etc.)	Customers	are	more	likely	to	trust	and	complete	purchases	on	your	site	because	of	the	HTTPS	security	How	can	you	tell	which	websites	and	pages	are	secure?	Instead	of	http://	in	the	URL,	look	for	https://.		Google	Chrome	and	Firefox	also	display	when	HTTPS	is	in	effect	by	using	the	lock	icon,	seen	here.	​	SourceAlso
known	as	SSL	(secure	socket	layers),	this	secure	transfer	process	prevents	hackers	from	accessing	information	and	protects	sensitive	user	data.		Even	if	the	network	connection	is	breached,	the	intruder	still	needs	to	decrypt	the	data	that’s	passing	between	the	browser	and	the	website.		Fortunately,	setting	up	an	HTTPS	(aka	SSL)	certificate	is	easy.
Follow	these	5	steps	to	encrypt	your	data	transfers	and	move	toward	internet	security:	Switch	to	a	dedicated	IP	address	Acquire	an	HTTPS	certificate	Active	the	HTTPS	certificate	Install	the	HTTPS	certificate	Update	your	site	to	use	HTTPS	1.	Switch	to	a	Dedicated	IP	Address	A	dedicated	IP	address	is	an	internet	address	assigned	exclusively	to	your
business’s	hosting	account.		By	comparison,	the	shared	hosting	accounts	provided	by	web	hosting	plans,	such	as	through	GoDaddy,	make	you	share	the	server’s	IP	address.	When	multiple	websites	use	the	same	location,	you	can’t	be	sure	that	the	server	traffic	is	secure	or	your	own.	You	can	ask	your	web	host	to	upgrade	your	account	to	a	dedicated	IP
address.	This	will	incur	a	small	fee,	but	a	business-level	IP	address	is	the	first	step	to	securing	user	data	on	your	site.	2.	Acquire	an	HTTPS	Certificate	The	HTTPS	certificate	(also	called	an	SSL	certificate)	is	like	an	ID	card	for	your	website.	It	proves	to	the	server	that	your	website	is	your	website.	An	HTTPS	certificate	is	actually	a	paragraph	of
numbers	and	letters	unique	to	your	domain.	When	someone	visits	your	site	via	HTTPS,	the	certificate	is	checked.		If	there’s	a	match,	all	data	flowing	to	and	from	your	website	is	encrypted	afterward.	You	can	acquire	an	HTTPS	certificate	one	of	three	ways:	Paid	HTTPS	Certificates:	You	can	pay	a	commercial	Certificate	Authority	(CA)	or	your	hosting
company	to	acquire	an	HTTPS	certificate.	For	a	small	fee,	you’ll	get	the	added	benefit	of	technical	support	during	installation.	Cloud-Based	HTTPS	Certificates:	Cloud	providers	such	as	Content	Delivery	Networks	(CDNs)	and	Website	Application	Firewalls	(WAFs)	can	also	give	you	the	benefits	of	a	certificate.	Services	like	Securi	act	as	a	proxy	for	your
website,	pointing	your	domain	records	to	their	servers	and	filtering	out	any	malicious	traffic.		Free	HTTPS	Certificates:	You	can	generate	a	certificate	for	your	website	on	your	own.	Open	certificate	authorities	such	as	Let’s	Encrypt	allow	you	to	create	and	install	your	own	HTTPS	certificate	following	their	instructions.	Looking	to	Generate	a	Free
HTTPS	Certificate?	You	will	need	the	following	information	about	your	server:	IP	address	Server	username	(with	administrative	privileges)	User	password	(or	SSH	key	authentication)	Software	type	Operating	system	You	can	contact	your	web	host	for	any	missing	information.	Once	you	have	the	required	information,	connect	to	your	server	and	install
a	tool	that	will	generate	an	HTTPS/SSL	certificate	for	you.		This	tool	will	allow	your	computer	to	send	SSH	commands.	These	are	encrypted	protocols	used	to	access	a	secure	server	from	an	insecure	location.		This	allows	you	to	make	changes	to	the	server	and	access	your	HTTPS	certificate	without	risk.		Here’s	an	example	of	your	certificate:	​
SourceMac	users	can	use	a	built-in	application	called	Terminal	for	SSH.	Windows	users	can	download	an	application	called	PuTTY	or	Certbot.	With	your	app	installed,	you	can	connect	to	your	server	over	SSH	using	your	IP	address,	username,	and	password.		Then,	follow	the	instructions	in	the	app	to	generate	your	certificate	and	automate	certificate
renewal	(so	you	don’t	have	to	repeat	this	process).	3.	Activate	the	HTTPS	Certificate	Your	web	host	should	handle	this	step	for	you.	It	will	take	between	1-2	days	for	the	certificate	to	become	active.	If	you	want	to	active	the	certificate	yourself,	you’ll	need	to	generate	a	CSR,	or	Certificate	Signing	Request.		This	is	a	block	of	encoded	text	to	give	to	a
Certificate	Authority	when	applying	for	an	HTTPS	Certificate.	It	contains	the	key	codes	for	the	public	and	private	access	to	your	website.	To	create	the	certificate,	go	to	your	web	hosting	control	panel.		In	the	SSL/TLS	admin	area,	you	will	see	a	tab	for	‘Generate	SSL	Certificate	and	Signing	Request.’	It	will	look	something	like	this:	​	SourceAfter	you’ve
filled	out	this	form,	you’ll	see	a	screen	with	your	CSR	text:	​	SourceCopy	the	“Signing	Request”	block	of	text.	This	is	the	CSR	that	you’ll	give	to	the	CA	to	validate	your	website	identity	and	activate	the	HTTPS/SSL	certificate	you’ve	generated.	4.	Install	the	HTTPS	Certificate	Your	web	host	may	also	complete	this	step	for	you.	This	can	also	take	1-2	days
before	completion.	To	install	the	HTTPS	certificate	yourself,	go	to	your	web	host	control	panel.	Then	find	the	tab	for	“Install	an	SSL	Certificate”	in	the	SSL/TLS	menu,	as	seen	here:	​	SourceWith	your	certificate	copied,	paste	it	into	the	first	box	in	the	installation	prompt	and	click	“Submit.”	Now	try	to	access	your	site	from	and	you	should	find	that	your
connection	is	secure.	5.	Update	Your	Site	to	Use	HTTPS	If	you	go	to	and	it	loads,	you’ve	successfully	installed	SSL	and	enabled	the	HTTPS	protocol.		However,	you	still	need	to	ensure	visitors	are	accessing	your	site	via	HTTPS	to	protect	their	data.	Typically,	you’ll	only	want	to	update	pages	that	handle	sensitive	user	information	to	HTTPS.	Otherwise,
you’re	just	slowing	your	site	speed	from	added	encryption	processing.	Identify	these	pages,	then	perform	one	of	the	two	following	actions:	Update	all	links	to	the	target	pages	to	use	HTTPS	links.	For	example,	if	there’s	a	link	to	the	cart	on	your	home	page,	update	the	link	to	an	HTTPS-secured	link.	Do	this	for	all	links	on	all	pages	that	point	to	URLs
that	will	transmit	sensitive	material.	Redirect	users	who	won’t	need	HTTPS	protection	through	your	server.	This	will	ensure	that	people	can	use	the	specific	pages	securely,	regardless	of	the	links	they	arrive	from.	To	perform	this	update,	go	to	your	server	and	insert	this	PHP	code:	//	Require	https	if	($_SERVER['HTTPS']	!=	"on")	{					$url	=	"https://".
$_SERVER['SERVER_NAME']	.	$_SERVER['REQUEST_URI'];					header("Location:	$url");					exit;	}	
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