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Do	you	love	your	mom	characters.	My	mom	is	a	character	3	full	movie.

1	of	40	Turning	Red	(2022)	For	something	the	whole	family	can	enjoy,	Turning	Red	is	ostensibly	about	a	teenager	who	turns	into	a	giant	red	panda	every	time	she	experiences	strong	emotions.	But	deep	down,	it's	also	about	the	relationships	between	mothers	and	daughters,	and	how	they	bring	about	those	emotions.STREAM	NOWRELATED:	Pixar
Easter	Eggs	That	Probably	Went	Straight	Over	Your	Head	2	of	40	After	Yang	(2022)	Can	an	artificial	being	truly	become	a	part	of	a	family?	And	what	is	a	family,	anyway?	The	quiet,	contemplative	After	Yang	grapples	with	these	questions	as	it	follows	a	family	whose	artificial	"big	brother"	for	their	only	daughter	goes	unresponsive.STREAM
NOWRELATED:	The	Best	Movies	Coming	Out	in	2022	3	of	40	The	Lost	Daughter	(2021)	Based	on	a	novel	by	Elana	Ferrante,	The	Lost	Daughter	tells	the	story	of	Leda	Caruso,	a	middle-aged	academic	off	on	a	solo	vacation.	When	she	meets	a	young	mom	and	her	family	on	the	beach,	she's	confronted	with	her	own	ambivalence	toward	motherhood.	The
film	earned	three	Academy	Award	nominations,	including	nods	for	Best	Actress	(Olivia	Colman	for	her	portrayal	of	Leda),	Best	Supporting	Actress	(Jessie	Buckley	as	young	Leda)	and	Best	Adapted	Screenplay	(Maggie	Gyllenhaal,	who	also	directed).STREAM	NOW	4	of	40	Belfast	(2021)	Outlander's	Caitríona	Balfe	positively	sparkles	as	the	mom	in	this
movie	about	a	family	trying	to	maintain	some	sort	of	normal	life	as	their	neighborhood	around	them	is	rocked	by	political	violence.	(Bonus	if	your	mom	loves	Van	Morrison	—	there's	a	lot	of	him	on	the	soundtrack.)STREAM	NOW	5	of	40	Barb	and	Star	Go	to	Vista	Del	Mar	(2021)	For	moms	who	like	to	laugh	—	and	who	doesn't?	—	this	ultra-silly	comedy
from	Bridesmaids	writers	Kristen	Wiig	and	Annie	Mumolo	is	just	the	movie	she	needs	in	her	life.	Barb	and	Star	aren't	moms	per	se,	but	they	have	EME	(Extreme	Mom	Energy).	And	who	plays	their	unexpected	love	interest?	It's	Belfast's	Jamie	Dornan!STREAM	NOW	6	of	40	Spencer	(2021)	If	your	mom	digs	memoirs	or	biographies,	she'd	love	this
impressionistic	tale	of	one	of	the	most	famous	mothers	in	recent	memory:	Princess	Diana.	It	takes	place	over	the	course	of	one	Christmas,	and	you	can	see	how	Diana	feels	about	her	place	within	the	Royal	Family,	and	how	her	biggest	salvation	is	her	relationship	to	her	kids.STREAM	NOW	RELATED:	A	Look	Back	at	Princess	Diana's	Life	in	Photos	7	of
40	Queenpins	(2021)	Think	of	it	as	Hustlers	with	much	lower	stakes:	When	former	Olympic	athlete	Connie	(Kristen	Bell)	finds	her	extreme	couponing	isn't	getting	her	anywhere,	she	teams	up	with	JoJo	(Kirby	Howell-Baptiste),	a	friend	and	deal-influencer,	to	start	counterfeiting	the	coupons	themselves.	What	happens	next	has	to	be	seen	to	be	believed
—	but	it's	based	on	a	true	story!	It's	great	for	fans	of	real-life	scammer	stories	(you	know	who	you	are).STREAM	NOW	8	of	40	C'mon	C'mon	(2021)	Mostly,	this	film	is	about	the	little-explored	uncle-nephew	dynamic,	following	a	childless	man	(played	by	Joaquin	Phoenix)	who	has	to	take	care	of	his	nephew	Jesse	(Woody	Norman)	while	is	mother	is	off
taking	care	of	another	family	member.	But	Gabby	Hoffman	plays	such	an	Earthy	mom,	and	Jesse	feels	like	a	real	kid	and	not	a	Hollywood	kid,	that	Mom	is	sure	to	get	the	feels.STREAM	NOW	10	of	40	Tully	(2018)	Tully	is	a	warts-and-all	look	at	motherhood,	with	Charlize	Theron	playing	an	exhausted	mother	of	two	(with	one	on	the	way).	When	she



hires	a	"night	nanny"	to	help	out	with	childcare,	she	starts	to	reconcile	the	woman	she's	become	with	who	she	was	before	she	had	children.	STREAM	NOW	11	of	40	Dumplin'	(2018)	For	moms	and	kids	whose	expectations	for	each	other	don't	exactly	line	up,	there's	this	feel-good	Netflix	movie,	about	a	young	girl	who,	because	of	her	former-beauty-
queen	mom,	decides	to	enter	a	pageant	despite	not	looking	the	part,	opening	the	door	for	other	outsiders.STREAM	NOW	12	of	40	Lady	Bird	(2017)	Lady	Bird,	about	a	high	school	senior	growing	up	in	Sacremento,	is	the	type	of	movie	that	makes	you	want	to	call	your	mother	and	apologize	for	all	of	the	stupid	things	you	did	when	you	were	a	rebellious
teen.	For	her	performance	as	a	beleaguered	mom,	Laurie	Metcalf	received	a	Best	Supporting	Actress	nomination.STREAM	ON	AMAZON	STREAM	ON	NETFLIX	13	of	40	Bad	Moms	(2016)	Watching	this	on	Mother's	Day	is	a	win/win:	If	you	have	a	great	mom,	you	can	talk	about	how	good	she	looks	by	comparison,	and	if	you	had	a	"bad"	mom,	you	can
laugh	with	recognition.	(But	even	the	"bad	moms,"	as	this	movie	shows,	can	be	pretty	wonderful.)STREAM	NOW	14	of	40	Fences	(2016)	Warning,	this	August	Wilson	adaptation	isn't	a	feel-good	mom	flick.	But	if	you	want	to	see	a	mom	knock	it	out	of	the	park,	acting-wise,	there's	no	better	than	Viola	Davis,	who	won	an	Academy	Award	for	her	role	as
the	long-suffering	Rose.STREAM	NOW	15	of	40	The	Babadook	(2014)	If	your	mom	has	nerves	of	steel,	show	her	this	horror	flick,	which	proves	the	lengths	that	moms	will	go	to	in	order	to	protect	their	kids.	In	this	case,	one	mom	has	to	go	up	against	a	haunting	—	but	sharply	dressed	—	paranormal	creature	who's	after	her	son.STREAM	NOW	17	of	40
The	Kids	Are	All	Right	(2010)	The	Kids	Are	All	Right	looks	at	the	various	ways	we're	defined	by	our	families:	It's	about	a	brother	and	a	sister,	raised	by	two	moms,	whose	suburban	tranquility	is	disrupted	when	they	track	down	their	"donor	dad"	and	invite	him	into	their	lives.	Mostly,	though,	it's	fun	to	think	about	how	awesome	it	would	be	if	Annette
Bening	and	Julianne	Moore	were	your	moms	IRL.STREAM	NOW	18	of	40	Mother	(2009)	Not	to	be	confused	with	the	Jennifer	Lawrence	movie	of	the	same	name,	this	foreign	thriller	is	about	a	mother	who	becomes	an	investigator	when	her	son	is	accused	of	a	crime,	and	she	turns	desperate	in	her	quest	to	clear	his	name.	It	comes	from	the	mind	of
Bong	Joon-Ho,	who	directed	the	award-winning	Parasite.STREAM	ON	AMAZON	STREAM	ON	HULU	19	of	40	Mamma	Mia!	(2008)	A	strong	mother/daughter	relationship,	a	meditation	on	motherhood,	a	Greek	isle	and	the	music	of	ABBA	—	Mamma	Mia!	has	all	of	the	makings	of	a	classic	girl's	night.	Make	it	a	double	feature	with	the	sequel,	Mamma
Mia!	Here	We	Go	Again.STREAM	NOW	20	of	40	Akeelah	and	the	Bee	(2006)	This	is	a	feel-good	story	about	Akeelah	Anderson	and	her	dream,	aided	by	her	mother,	to	compete	in	the	National	Spelling	Bee.	It's	a	good	one	for	all	the	supportive	moms	out	there.	STREAM	NOW	21	of	40	What	Lies	Beneath	(2000)	Pulpy	thriller	fans	and	empty-nesters,	this
one's	for	you:	It	follows	Claire	(Michelle	Pfeiffer)	and	Norman	(Harrison	Ford)	as	a	couple	whose	daughter	has	recently	left	for	college.	When	Claire	starts	to	experience	strange	things	in	her	lakeside	house,	she	has	to	figure	out	if	something	sinister	is	going	on,	or	if	she's	just	unused	to	being	alone	all	day.STREAM	NOW	22	of	40	Stepmom	(1998)	If
you're	looking	to	bond	over	a	good	cry,	this	weepy	'90s	flick,	where	a	young	stepmother	tries	to	win	over	her	new	family,	will	definitely	do	the	trick.	Bring	lots	of	tissues.STREAM	ON	AMAZON	STREAM	ON	NETFLIX	23	of	40	Soul	Food	(1997)	24	of	40	Fargo	(1996)	If	you	want	to	talk	about	one	of	the	toughest	movie	moms	(or	moms-to-be)	out	there,
you	have	to	mention	Marge	Gunderson	from	Fargo.	She	single-handedly	takes	on	a	criminal	investigation,	all	while	extremely	pregnant.STREAM	NOW	25	of	40	Little	Women	(1994)	Little	Women	has	been	made	into	a	movie	loads	of	times	—you	can	see	adaptations	from	2019,	2018,	1994	and	1933,	among	others	—	and	there's	something	to
recommend	about	all	of	them.	This	one	features	Winona	Ryder	as	the	spunky	Jo,	and	Susan	Sarandon	as	the	central	matriarch.	STREAM	ON	AMAZON	STREAM	ON	NETFLIX	26	of	40	Serial	Mom	(1994)	Or,	if	your	mom	is	a	little	on	the	irreverent	side,	show	her	John	Waters'	send-up	of	suburban	moms.	The	campy	dark	comedy	follows	Beverly	Sutphin
(Kathleen	Turner),	a	buttoned-up	mom	on	a	crusade	to	get	everyone	in	her	neighborhood	to	adhere	to	her	rules	of	etiquette	—	no	matter	what.STREAM	NOW	27	of	40	The	Joy	Luck	Club	(1993)	Based	on	the	bestselling	novel	by	Amy	Tan,	this	movie	focuses	on	relationships	between	young	Chinese-American	women	and	their	immigrant	mothers,	making
them	navigate	both	an	age	and	a	cultural	divide.STREAM	NOW	28	of	40	Steel	Magnolias	(1989)	Steel	Magnolias	is	one	of	those	quintessential	comfort	movies.	Centered	on	a	group	of	strong,	female	friends	living	in	Louisiana,	it	makes	you	want	to	surround	yourself	with	the	women	you	love.STREAM	NOW	29	of	40	Mermaids	(1989)	Talk	about	a
powerhouse	trio	of	actresses:	Cher,	Winona	Ryder	and	Christina	Ricci	all	play	a	family	trying	to	keep	it	together	in	a	movie	that	shows	how	sometimes	it	can	be	a	blessing	to	have	an	unconventional	mom.	(Who	else	can	relate?)STREAM	NOW	30	of	40	Aliens	(1986)	It's	rare	that	moms	get	to	be	action	heroes,	but	Aliens'	Ripley	shows	that	you	can	care
for	a	kiddo	and	kick	butt	at	the	same	time.	If	your	mom	is	looking	for	something	adrenaline-fueled,	it's	the	perfect	choice.STREAM	NOW	Go	to	the	contentGo	to	the	footerMothers	should	be	celebrated	every	day	of	the	year,	not	just	on	Mother's	Day	(although,	don’t	get	us	wrong,	spoiling	your	mom	on	Mother’s	Day	is	highly	encouraged).	And	when
compiling	this	list	of	the	most	classic	movie	mothers	of	all	time,	we	learned	one	thing	quickly:	Upsetting	mommie	dearest	is	not	advised.	While	some	mothers	are	the	type	to	get	a	bit	annoyed	that	you	don’t	call	enough	or,	if	you	still	live	at	home,	that	you	leave	dirty	washing	all	over	your	bedroom	floor,	others	–	as	this	list	demonstrates	–	can	be
downright	homicidal	and	even	possessed	by	demons.	With	that	in	mind,	please	excuse	us	if	this	list	skews	toward	the	monstrous.	While	you’ll	find	plenty	of	honest-to-goodness	nurturers	on	the	countdown,	there	are	some	horrors	in	there	too.	What	can	we	say?	We	love	our	crazy	matriarchs	as	much	as	the	calming	ones.	Here	are	our	picks	of	the	most
classic	movie	mothers	of	all	time.		RECOMMENDED:	Find	the	best	things	to	do	on	Mother's	DayBy	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about	news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.	Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first
newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!Photograph:	Sony	PicturesPhotograph:	A24Show	morePhotograph:	Rob	Youngson	/	Focus	FeaturesShow	moreShow	moreShow	moreBy	all	means,	see	this	Japanese	mom-sterpiece,	but	maybe	not	on	Mother’s	Day—you’ll	run	the	risk	of	seriously	alarming	the	lady	of	the	day	with	your	tears.	Kenji	Mizoguchi’s	feudal
tragedy	is,	to	many,	the	most	emotionally	ruinous	movie	ever	made.	It	begins	in	catastrophe	with	a	family	torn	apart,	the	father	exiled	and,	sometime	later,	the	mother,	Tamaki	(Kinuyo	Tanaka),	carried	off,	her	two	children	sold	into	slavery.	The	plot	then	becomes	a	survival	story,	as	hope	yields	to	more	practical	modes	of	getting	by,	like	forgetting	and
brutality.	But	as	years	pass,	there	is	word	of	Tamaki’s	legend	and	a	daring	quest	begins.	We’ll	say	no	more,	except	to	note	Mizoguchi’s	unerring	instinct	for	depicting	strong	(if	compromised)	women.	The	time	we	have	with	our	mothers	may	be	cut	short,	but,	as	this	film	shows,	they	mark	us	forever.—Joshua	RothkopfWe	live	in	the	Golden	Age	of
Streep,	in	which	film	after	film,	America’s	most	accomplished	actor	seems	unable	to	hit	a	false	note.	But	hard	as	it	is	to	fathom,	there	was	a	time	when	Meryl	had	to	prove	herself,	and	even	after	supplying	sharp	supporting	work	in	late-’70s	triumphs	like	The	Deer	Hunter,	Manhattan	and	Kramer	vs.	Kramer,	there	was	still	a	mountain	for	her	to	climb.
Sophie	Choice	was	that	breakthrough,	the	elusive	peak	attained.	Most	of	the	film	takes	place	in	a	Brooklyn	boardinghouse,	where	the	title	character	(Streep),	a	Polish	Holocaust	survivor;	her	manic	lover	(Kevin	Kline);	and	their	neighbor,	a	young	writer	(Peter	MacNicol),	come	to	a	kind	of	familiarity.	Slowly,	the	movie	begins	to	probe	the	cracks	of
their	intimacy,	and	a	secret	tears	the	trio	apart.	Sophie’s	choice,	as	we	learn	in	a	powerhouse	climax,	is	no	choice	at	all—it’s	the	apocalypse	to	any	parent.	Essentially,	we	bear	witness.—Joshua	RothkopfShow	moreBy	entering	your	email	address	you	agree	to	our	Terms	of	Use	and	Privacy	Policy	and	consent	to	receive	emails	from	Time	Out	about
news,	events,	offers	and	partner	promotions.	Awesome,	you're	subscribed!Thanks	for	subscribing!	Look	out	for	your	first	newsletter	in	your	inbox	soon!More	on	Time	In
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